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Efficient causation [...] is a compulsion determined by the particular condition of things, and is a
compulsion acting to make that situation begin to change in a perfectly determinate way; and what the
general character of the result may be in no way concerns the efficient causation.
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Efficient causation is that kind of causation whereby the parts compose the whole; final causation is
that kind of causation whereby the whole calls out its parts. Final causation without efficient causation
is helpless; mere calling for parts is what a Hotspur, or any man, may do; but they will not come
without efficient causation. Efficient causation without final causation, however, is worse than helpless,
by far; it is mere chaos; and chaos is not even so much as chaos, without final causation; it is
blank nothing.



