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… what, without death, would happen to every man, with death must happen to some man.
At the same time, death makes the number of our risks, of our inferences, finite, and so
makes their mean result uncertain. The very idea of probability and of reasoning rests on the
assumption that this number is indefinitely great. We are thus landed in the same difficulty
as before, and I can see but one solution of it. It seems to me that we are driven to this, that
logicality inexorably requires that our interests shall not be limited. They must not stop at
our own fate, but must embrace the whole community. This community, again, must not be
limited, but must extend to all races of beings with whom we can come into immediate or
mediate intellectual relation. It must reach, however vaguely, beyond this geological epoch,
beyond all bounds. He who would not sacrifice his own soul to save the whole world, is, as it
seems to me, illogical in all his inferences, collectively. Logic is rooted in the social principle.

1900 | Review of Josiah Royce's The World and the Individual, Vol. 1 | CP 8.101
The course of life has developed certain compulsions of thought which we speak of
collectively as Experience. Moreover, the inquirer more or less vaguely identifies himself in
sentiment with a Community of which he is a member, and which includes, for example,
besides his momentary self, his self of ten years hence; and he speaks of the resultant
cognitive compulsions of the course of life of that community as Our Experience. He says
“we” find that terrestrial bodies have a component acceleration towards the earth of 980
centimetres per second, though neither he nor many of his acquaintances have ever made
the experiment.
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