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An affirmation is an act of an utterer of a proposition to an interpreter, and consists, in the first place,
in the deliberate exercise, in uttering the proposition, of a force tending to determine a belief in it in
the mind of the interpreter. Perhaps that is a sufficient definition of it; but it involves also a voluntary
self-subjection to penalties in the event of the interpreter’s mind (and still more the general mind of
society)  subsequently  becoming decidedly  determined to  the belief  at  once in  the falsity  of  the
proposition and in the additional proposition that the utterer believed the proposition to be false at the
time he uttered it.
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