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Term: Habit
Quote: In point of fact, a syllogism in Barbara virtually takes place when we irritate the

foot  of  a  decapitated  frog.  The  connection  between  the  afferent  and  efferent
nerve, whatever it may be, constitutes a nervous habit, a rule of action, which
is the physiological  analogue of the major premiss.  The disturbance of the
ganglionic equilibrium, owing to the irritation, is the physiological form of that
which, psychologically considered, is a sensation; and, logically considered, is
the  occurrence  of  a  case.  The  explosion  through  the  efferent  nerve  is  the
physiological form of that which psychologically is a volition, and logically the
inference of a result. When we pass from the lowest to the highest forms of
innervation,  the  physiological  equivalents  escape  our  observation;  but,
psychologically,  we  still  have,  first,  habit,  –  which  in  its  highest  form  is
understanding, and which corresponds to the major premiss of Barbara; we
have, second, feeling, or present consciousness, corresponding to the minor
premiss  of  Barbara;  and  we  have,  third,  volition,  corresponding  to  the
conclusion of the same mode of syllogism. Although these analogies, like all
very broad generalizations, may seem very fanciful at first sight, yet the more
the reader reflects upon them the more profoundly true I am confident they will
appear. They give a significance to the ancient system of formal logic which no
other can at all share.
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