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Term: Perceptual Judgment
Quote: I promised to show that a perceptual judgment is entirely unlike a percept. If it

be true, as my analysis makes it to be, that a percept contains only two kinds of
elements,  those  of  firstness  and  those  of  secondness,  then  the  great
overshadowing point of difference is that the perceptual judgment professes to
represent something, and thereby does represent something, whether truly or
falsely.  This  is  a  very important  difference,  since the idea of  representation is
essentially what may be termed an element of “Thirdness,” that is, involves the
idea of determining one thing to refer to another. [—] In a perceptual judgment
the mind professes to tell  the mind’s future self what the character of the
present percept is. The percept, on the contrary, stands on its own legs and
makes no professions of any kind.
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