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Percipuum

We know nothing about the percept otherwise than by testimony of the
perceptual judgment, excepting that we feel the blow of it, the reaction of it
against us, and we see the contents of it arranged into an object, in its totality,
- excepting also, of course, what the psychologists are able to make out
inferentially. But the moment we fix our minds upon it and think the least thing
about the percept, it is the perceptual judgment that tells us what we so
“perceive.” For this and other reasons, | propose to consider the percept as it is
immediately interpreted in the perceptual judgment, under the name of the
“percipuum.” The percipuum, then, is what forces itself upon your
acknowledgment, without any why or wherefore, so that if anybody asks you
why you should regard it as appearing so and so, all you can say is, ‘Il can’t help
it. That is how | see it.’
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