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Symbol

A Symbol is a Representamen whose Representative character consists
precisely in its being a rule that will determine its Interpretant. All words,
sentences, books, and other conventional signs are Symbols. We speak of
writing or pronouncing the word “man”; but it is only a replica, or embodiment
of the word, that is pronounced or written. The word itself has no existence
although it has a real being, consisting in the fact that existents will conform to
it. It is a general mode of succession of three sounds or representamens of
sounds, which becomes a sign only in the fact that a habit, or acquired law, will
cause replicas of it to be interpreted as meaning a man or men. The word and
its meaning are both general rules; but the word alone of the two prescribes the
qualities of its replicas in themselves. Otherwise the “word” and its “meaning”
do not differ, unless some special sense be attached to “meaning.”

A Symbol is a law, or regularity of the indefinite future. Its Interpretant must be
of the same description; and so must be also the complete immediate Object,
or meaning. But a law necessarily governs, or “is embodied in” individuals, and
prescribes some of their qualities. Consequently, a constituent of a Symbol may
be an Index, and a constituent may be an Icon.
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