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Term: Chance
Quote: I  do  not  countenance  the  idea  that  Bible  stories,  for  instance,  show that

nature’s laws were violated; though they may help to show that nature’s laws
are not so mechanical as we are accustomed to think. But I only propose to
explain the regularities of nature as consequences of the only uniformity, or
general  fact,  there was in the chaos,  namely,  the general  absence of  any
determinate law. In fact, after the first step is taken, I only use chance to give
room for the development of law by means of the law of habits.

Source: Peirce, C. S. (1893). Reply to the Necessitarians: Rejoinder to Dr. Carus. The
Monist, 3, 526-570.
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