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Term: Reasoning

Quote: We cannot say that reasoning is argument addressed to oneself. For an
argument is a communication by which the arguer endeavours to produce a
predetermined belief in the mind he addresses. In reasoning, on the contrary[,]
we seek the truth, whatever it may be, not knowing beforehand that it is the
truth. Two people in conversation may codperate in this task. It is an operation
in which arguments that might be put forward, on one side and the other, are
sought for by “running over” facts that look as if they might be pertinent, and
putting them together in various ways. The possible arguments once
suggested, are submitted to criticism.
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