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Semeiotic

The study of languages ought to be based upon a study of the necessary
conditions to which signs must conform in order to fulfill their functions as
signs. | have gradually been led to conclude that it is best to identify logic with
this study, notwithstanding its thus being made to include something which has
no bearing upon the strength of arguments. For there is but little of this
superfluous matter, - too little to make a separate science of, - and it is needed
for its linguistic and rhetorical applications, as well as having a value simply as
truth; and a simpler unity is thus given to logic. | might, therefore, very well call
it speculative semeiotic.

Peirce, C. S. (1904). Reason's Conscience: A Practical Treatise on the Theory of
Discovery; Wherein logic is conceived as Semeiotic. MS [R] 693.
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1904

Peirce did not date the manuscript "Reason's Conscience" (693). Nor does
Richard Robin provide a date in his catalogue over Peirce's manuscripts. The
dating is based on the year given by Carolyn Eisele in Historical Perspectives on
Peirce's Logic of Science. MB
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