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Term: Immediate Object
Quote: The immediate object is the object as the sign represents it: the real object is

that same object as it is, in its own mode of being, independent of the sign or
any other  representation.  [—]  Every  sign  must  plainly  have an immediate
object, however indefinite, in order to be a sign. In conversation, it will often be
expressed, not in words, but by the environment of the interlocutors. [—] The
immediate object resembles the emotional meaning in being common to all
signs and also in being subjective.
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