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Term: Chance

Quote: Chance [...] has a double meaning: (i) something not derivable or explainable
causally by reference to antecedent facts. There are those who assert the
reality of such chance. On this view there are many possibilities in store in the
future which no amount of knowledge would enable us to foresee or forestall.
Indeterministic theories of the will assert possibilities of this sort also. (ii)
Chance may mean that which, while necessary causally, is not necessary
teleologically; the unplanned, the fatalistic. From this point of view the
‘possible’ is that which unexpectedly prevents the carrying-out of a purpose
or intention.
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