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Term: Symbol
Quote: …the most characteristic aspect of a symbol is its aspect as related to its

interpretant; because a symbol is distinguished as a sign which becomes such
by virtue of determining its interpretant. An interpretant of a symbol is an
outgrowth of the symbol.

[—]

A symbol is essentially a purpose, that is to say, is a representation that seeks
to make itself  definite, or seeks to produce an interpretant more definite than
itself.  For  its  whole signification consists in its  determining an interpretant;  so
that it is from its interpretant that it derives the actuality of its signification.

[—]

A symbol is an embryonic reality endowed with power of growth into the very
truth,  the  very  entelechy  of  reality.  This  appears  mystical  and mysterious
simply because we insist on remaining blind to what is plain, that there can be
no reality which has not the life of a symbol.
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