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Term: Natural Class

Quote: Every class has its definition, which is an idea; but it is not every class where
the existence, that is, the occurrence in the universe of its members is due to
the active causality of the defining idea of the class. That circumstance makes
the epithet natural particularly appropriate to the class. The word natura
evidently must originally have meant birth; although even in the oldest Latin it
very seldom bears that meaning.

Source: Peirce, C. S. (1902). Minute Logic: Chapter Il. Prelogical Notions. Section I.
Classification of the Sciences (Logic Il). MS [R] 427.
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