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Possibility

| formerly defined the possible as that which in a given state of information
(real or feigned) we do not know not to be true. But this definition today seems
to me only a twisted phrase which, by means of two negatives, conceals an
anacoluthon. We know in advance of experience that certain things are not
true, because we see they are impossible. Thus, if a chemist tests the contents
of a hundred bottles for fluorine, and finds it present in the majority, and if
another chemist tests them for oxygen and finds it in the majority, and if each
of them reports his result to me, it will be useless for them to come to me
together and say that they know infallibly that fluorine and oxygen cannot be
present in the same bottle; for | see that such infallibility is impossible. | know it
is not true, because | satisfy myself that there is no room for it even in that
ideal world of which the real world is but a fragment. | need no sensible
experimentation, because ideal experimentation establishes a much broader
answer to the question than sensible experimentation could give.
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