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Term: Firstness
Quote: The idea of First is predominant in the ideas of freshness, life, freedom. The

free is that which has not another behind it, determining its actions; but so far
as the idea of the negation of another enters, the idea of another enters; and
such negative idea must be put in the background, or else we cannot say that
the Firstness is predominant. Freedom can only manifest itself in unlimited and
uncontrolled variety and multiplicity; and thus the first becomes predominant in
the ideas of measureless variety and multiplicity. It is the leading idea of Kant’s
“manifold of  sense.”  But in Kant’s  synthetic  unity the idea of  Thirdness is
predominant. It is an attained unity; and would better have been called totality;
for  that  is  the  one  of  his  categories  in  which  it  finds  a  home.  In  the  idea  of
being, Firstness is predominant, not necessarily on account of the abstractness
of  that  idea,  but  on  account  of  its  self-containedness.  It  is  not  in  being
separated  from qualities  that  Firstness  is  most  predominant,  but  in  being
something  peculiar  and  idiosyncratic.  The  first  is  predominant  in  feeling,  as
distinct  from  objective  perception,  will,  and  thought.
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