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Term: Retroduction

Quote: | consider Retroduction (a poor name) to be the most important kind of
reasoning, notwithstanding its very unreliable nature, because it is the only
kind of reasoning that opens up new ground. [—] Retroduction gives hints that
come straight from our dear and adorable Creator. We ought to labour to
cultivate this Divine privilege. It is the side of human intellect that is exposed to
influence from on high. With this investigation starts. Having once formed a
conjecture, the first thing to be done is to draw Deductions from it and compare
them with observations. [—]

So Retroduction comes first and is the least certain and least complex kind of
Reasoning.
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