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Term: Abduction

Quote: The first starting of a hypothesis and the entertaining of it, whether as a simple
interrogation or with any degree of confidence, is an inferential step which I
propose to call abduction. This will include a preference for any one hypothesis
over others which would equally explain the facts, so long as this preference is
not based upon any previous knowledge bearing upon the truth of the
hypotheses, nor on any testing of any of the hypotheses, after having admitted
them on probation. | call all such inference by the peculiar name, abduction,
because its legitimacy depends upon altogether different principles from those
of other kinds of inference.
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