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Maxim of Pragmatism

If you carefully consider the question of pragmatism you will see that it is
nothing else than the question of the logic of abduction. That is, pragmatism
proposes a certain maxim which, if sound, must render needless any further
rule as to the admissibility of hypotheses to rank as hypotheses, that is to say,
as explanations of phenomena held as hopeful suggestions; and, furthermore,
this is all that the maxim of pragmatism really pretends to do, at least so far as
it is confined to logic, and is not understood as a proposition in psychology. For
the maxim of pragmatism is that a conception can have no logical effect or
import differing from that of a second conception except so far as, taken in
connection with other conceptions and intentions, it might conceivably modify
our practical conduct differently from that second conception.
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