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Term: Abduction
Quote: … three  radically  different  kinds  of  arguments  which  I  signalized  in  1867  and

which had been recognized by the logicians of the eighteenth century, although
[those] logicians quite pardonably failed to recognize the inferential character
of one of them. Indeed, I suppose that the three were given by Aristotle in the
Prior Analytics, although the unfortunate illegibility of a single word in his MS.
and its replacement by a wrong word by his first editor, the stupid [Apellicon],
has completely altered the sense of the chapter on Abduction. At any rate, even
if my conjecture is wrong, and the text must stand as it is, still Aristotle, in that
chapter on Abduction, was even in that case evidently groping for that mode of
inference which I call by the otherwise quite useless name of Abduction – a
word  which  is  only  employed  in  logic  to  translate  the  [{apagoge}]  of
that chapter.

These three kinds of reasoning are Abduction, Induction, and Deduction. [—] All
the ideas of science come to it by the way of Abduction. Abduction consists in
studying  facts  and  devising  a  theory  to  explain  them.  Its  only  justification  is
that if we are ever to understand things at all, it must be in that way.
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