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Habit-taking

Uniformities in the modes of action of things have come about by their taking
habits. At present, the course of events is approximately determined by law. In
the past that approximation was less perfect; in the future it will be more
perfect. The tendency to obey laws has always been and always will be
growing. We look back toward a point in the infinitely distant past when there
was no law but mere indeterminacy; we look forward to a point in the infinitely
distant future when there will be no indeterminacy or chance but a complete
reign of law. But at any assignable date in the past, however early, there was
already some tendency toward uniformity; and at any assignable date in the
future there will be some slight aberrancy from law. Moreover, all things have a
tendency to take habits. For atoms and their parts, molecules and groups of
molecules, and in short every conceivable real object, there is a greater
probability of acting as on a former like occasion than otherwise. This tendency
itself constitutes a regularity, and is continually on the increase. In looking back
into the past we are looking toward periods when it was a less and less decided
tendency. But its own essential nature is to grow. It is a generalizing tendency;
it causes actions in the future to follow some generalization of past actions; and
this tendency is itself something capable of similar generalizations; and thus, it
is self-generative. We have therefore only to suppose the smallest spoor of it in
the past, and that germ would have been bound to develop into a mighty and
over-ruling principle, until it supersedes itself by strengthening habits into
absolute laws regulating the action of all things in every respect in the
indefinite future.

According to this, three elements are active in the world: first, chance; second,
law; and third, habit-taking.
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