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Real

The commodious and compact representation in our minds, or icon of our hopes
about beliefs[,] is that there is something fixed and not subject to our wills
called the reality, and that our beliefs come to shape themselves more and
more under experience in conformity to that reality. So far as they accord with
it we call them true. This is a handy ideal -. this of reality; - but it represents
nothing but a hope. We have no warrant for averring that belief of all kinds will
get more and more fixed until its variations become indefinitely small. We
simply try to fix belief, and trying to do anything implies a hope that we shall to
some extent succeed. The pretense of some philosophers that there is any
justification for a broader “presupposition” that that is unfounded.
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