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Term: Essence

Quote: Coming to Essence, this in its epistemological force is that intelligible character
which truly defines what a general or indefinite, that is, what an indeterminate
monadic predicate primarily asserts, so that all else that it asserts is the
necessary consequence of this epistemological essence. It is easy to state what
the essences of artificial objects are: The essence of a stove is that it is
intended to diffuse warmth. But as to the essence of natural objects, if they
have any, we are unable as yet to give them. We are only able to state the
essence of our common names for such things. The metaphysical essence is
the intelligible element of the possibility of its Being, or so much of that as is
not a mere consequence of the rest...
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