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Term: Anancasm
Quote: Anancastic evolution advances by successive strides with pauses between. The

reason is that, in this process, a habit of thought, having been overthrown, is
supplanted by the next strongest. Now this next strongest is sure to be widely
disparate from the first, and as often as not is its direct contrary. It reminds one
of our old rule of making the second candidate vice-president. This character,
therefore, clearly distinguishes anancasm from tychasm. The character which
distinguishes it from agapasm is its purposelessness. But external and internal
anancasm have to be examined separately. Development under the pressure of
external  circumstances,  or  cataclasmine  evolution,  is  in  most  cases
unmistakable  enough.[—]

Internal anancasm, or logical groping, which advances upon a predestined line
without being able to foresee whither it is to be carried nor to steer its course,
this is the rule of development of philosophy.
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