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Term: Anancasm
Quote: I first formulate for the reader’s convenience the briefest possible definitions of

the three conceivable modes of development of thought, distinguishing also
two  varieties  of  anancasm  and  three  of  agapasm.  [—]  The  anancastic
development of thought will consist of new ideas adopted without foreseeing
whither they tend, but having a character determined by causes either external
to the mind, such as changed circumstances of life, or internal to the mind as
logical developments of ideas already accepted, such as generalizations. The
agapastic development of thought is the adoption of certain mental tendencies,
not altogether heedlessly, as in tychasm, nor quite blindly by the mere force of
circumstances or of logic, as in anancasm, but by an immediate attraction for
the idea itself, whose nature is divined before the mind possesses it, by the
power of sympathy, that is, by virtue of the continuity of mind …
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