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Mathematics
... the mathematicians duty has three parts, namely,

1st, acting upon some suggestion, generally a practical one, he has to frame a
supposition of an ideal state of things;

2nd, he has to study that ideal state of things, and find out what would be true
in such a case;

3rd, he has to generalize upon that ideal state of things, and consider other
ideal states of things differing in definite respects from the first.

This description of the mathematician’s duty gives the best notion of what
mathematics is: it is the exact study of ideal states of things.
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