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Term: Quality of Feeling

Quote: The sense-quality is a feeling. Even if you say it is a slumbering feeling, that
does not make it less intense; perhaps the reverse. For it is the absence of
reaction, - of feeling another, - that constitutes slumber, not the absence of the
immediate feeling that is all that it is in its immediacy. Imagine a magenta
color. Now imagine that all the rest of your consciousness - memory, thought,
everything except this feeling of magenta - is utterly wiped out, and with that is
erased all possibility of comparing the magenta with anything else or of
estimating it as more or less bright. That is what you must think the pure
sense-quality to be. Such a definite potentiality can emerge from the indefinite
potentiality only by its own vital Firstness and spontaneity. Here is this
magenta color. What originally made such a quality of feeling possible?
Evidently nothing but itself. It is a First.
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