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Secondness

Secondness is that mode or element of being by which any subject is such as it
is in a second subject regardless of any third; or rather, the category is the
leading and characteristic element in this definition, which is prominent in the
ideas of dyadic relativity or relation, action, effort, existence, individuality,
opposition, negation, dependence, blind force. Secondness has two grades, the
genuine and the degenerate (just as a pair of rays is called a “degenerate”
conic) and this is true in several ways. Every genuine secondness has two
correlative aspects, of which one is more active or first, the other more passive
or second; and these two together make a total secondness between two
correlative subjects.
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