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Doubt

Very ignorant persons confound doubt with disbelief. Many others think simple
unbelief constitutes doubt. What “doubt” really denotes is to be insupportably
discontent to dispose for oneself of the proposition that is said to be “doubted,”
in any suggestible way whatever, whether it be to affirm it to oneself, or to
deny it, or yet to leave the question of its truth unsettled. The abstract
definition is easily apprehended; but an intimate, pillow-sharing acquaintance
with the thing must come when living experience brings it.
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