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Abstract: One of the most pressing issues in understanding abduction is whether it is an

instinct  or  an  inference.  For  many  commentators  find  it  paradoxical  that  new
ideas are products of an instinct and products of an inference at the same time.
Fortunately, Lorenzo Magnani's recent discussion of animal abduction sheds
light on both instinctual and inferential character of Peircean abduction. But,
exactly for what reasons are Peirce and Magnani so convinced that animal
abduction can provide us with a novel perspective? Inspired by Peirce's and
Magnani's discussions of animal abduction, I propose to compare Peirce's and
Magnani's views of animal abduction with the estimative power of non-human
animals  and  humans,  which  was  one  of  the  internal  senses  in  medieval
psychology.

ISSN: 12331821
DOI: 10.1007/s10699-011-9275-2
Language: English

Commens | Article in Journal

Commens: Digital Companion to C. S. Peirce (http://www.commens.org)


